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AAPPPPRREECCIIAATTIIOONN  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  

Sabine Baring -Gould (1834 – 1924) 

Sabine Baring-Gould’s life is a story in itself, with 
his unconventional childhood, his marriage to a 
mill-girl half his age and his dedication to 
antiquarian pursuits alongside his life as squire and 
parson of a small Devonshire village. He was 
regarded as one of the top ten novelists of his time, 
but wrote prolifically on his travels, religious 
matters, historical figures and on many other 
topics. Over 1200 publications are listed in his 
bibliography.  

He was an early archaeologist, respected for his 
work on Dartmoor, in Cornwall, in Wales and in 
France. He was also a folklorist, but he regarded his 
greatest achievement to be his collection of songs, 
most of them heard from singers in Devon and 
Cornwall. Beside his writing he re-created the twin 
hearts of his beloved parish of Lew Trenchard – his 
home, Lew House and the beautiful little church of 
St Peter, Lewtrenchard. For these he was his own 
architect.  

At his death in 1924 he largely dropped out of the 
public’s memory and, if he was remembered at all, 
it would have been for his best known hymns such 
as ‘Onward, Christian soldiers’ and ‘Now the day is 
over’. In recent years members of the Sabine 
Baring-Gould Appreciation Society, with the help 
of the descendants of his 15 children, have 
searched out forgotten manuscripts and letters 
which help to give a better picture of the life of this 
remarkable man. 

Discover more at: 

www.sbgas.org 

The Purpose of SBGAS  

The purpose of the Sabine Baring-Gould 
Appreciation Society is to enable those 
interested in Sabine Baring-Gould and his work 
to share their enthusiasm and to spread that 
enthusiasm among others.  

Several members of the Society are actively 
engaged in research projects related to Sabine 
Baring-Gould’s life and work and share progress 
with their research with members through 
articles in the newsletter or through the talks 
they give at the annual meeting or to other 
organisations. The content of these talks is 
often included in the Transactions of the 
society. 

 

 

 

 

Sabine Baring-Gould’s house, Lewtrenchard 



 
Application form  

If you would like to join the Sabine Baring-Gould 
Appreciation Society then please fill in the details 
below and send the completed form, with a cheque 
for the annual subscription (currently £10.00) made 
payable to SBGAS, to: 

Mr W Oke (SBGAS Honorary Treasurer), Hampton 
Dene, 4 Ash Lane, Wells, Somerset, BA5 2LU 

e-mail: bill.oke@talktalk.net 
Phone:  01749 673472 

If you are not able to pay in £UK please contact the 
Treasurer for suggestions on ways of paying in $US. 

Name: (Include title Mr, Mrs, Dr, etc) 

 

Address: (Include post code) 

 

 

 

e-mail address:     

 

 

Telephone: 

 

Signature: 

 

Date: 

 

Membership of SBGAS  

Membership of the Society is open to anyone with 
an interest in Sabine Baring-Gould and his work. 
The benefits of membership include:  

o Three newsletters each year with articles on 
Baring-Gould and his work, news of meetings 
of the Society and notification of new 
publications etc.  

o Annual copy of the ‘Transactions’ of the society 
with transcripts of papers given at the annual 
meeting, as well as other matters of interest to 
members. 

o Access to annual weekend meeting to visit sites 
associated with Sabine Baring-Gould and to 
hear talks from experts about aspects of his life 
and work. 

o News of other events and matters of interest 
associated with Sabine Baring-Gould. 

o Contact list of other members and their 
interests. 

The annual subscription is £10 and is due in 
October each year. Members joining during the 
year will receive back numbers of the newsletter 
for the current year, which starts with the October 
issue. 

If you would like to become a member of SBGAS, 
please fill in the application form opposite 

SBGAS Publications  

There are two publications by SBGAS:  

The SBGAS Newsletter is issued in February, 
June and October each year. It is sent to SBGAS 
members as part of their membership 
entitlement. It contains news about the Society 
and its members as well as short articles and 
scraps about Sabine Baring-Gould.  

The Transactions of the Sabine Baring-Gould 
Appreciation Society are produced annually 
and contain transcripts of the talks given at the 
Annual Gathering as well as occasional reprints 
of articles by Sabine Baring-Gould and other 
material of interest. The Transactions are sent 
to members as part of their subscription 
entitlement, usually in February each year. 

  

Other information  

A bibliography of Baring-Gould's books and 
magazine articles can be obtained from Roger 
Bristow. Please contact him for more details 
(devonbristows@btinternet.com ). 

If you are seeking information about an aspect 
of Baring-Gould's life or work then please 
contact the SBGAS Research co-ordinator, Keith 
Lister (listerk@talktalk.net). 

 


