


room. The existing drawing room was scheduled to become a large library. while the
east wing to the front would have become an insignificant office rather than the impos-
ing library with its glorious windows we know today. The Kitchens would have been
where they eventually were built, but there would have been no north wing with its
brilliant cloister to accommodate pantry, dairy and coalhouse.

Having remodelled the Hall and scrapped the billiard room in 1876. Sabinc was unable
to do any more work on Lew House until the year 1880 when he took lcave from the
parish of East Mersea and, with his family. spent the four months. Junc to October, at
Lew. During this brief time. he completely rebuilt and cnlarged the grand staircase
wing 1o the west and also added the present ornate porch. In his diary. Sabine recorded
such findings as the unsafe state of the walls of the old staircase wing. traces of the old
grand staircase, and the presence of a dangerous. disused fireplace and chimney block-
ing up the earlier 3-light window. In its placc. Sabine built & larger wing and erected
the present grand staircase backed by its superb 5-light window. 1t is difficult to com-
prehend just how the old wing was demolished and such a splendid structure created to
replace it in a merc four months between leases. Subine gives no clue to how this was
achieved, but it must have involved a great deal of forward planning. the gathering to-
gether of much material and the assembling of a skilled worklorce. Sabine tells us that
he always eschewed the use of architects and preferred to use local craftsmen, but we
do not know to what extent he may have delegated planning to others, such as the
agent, Frank Ward, or whether he himself travelled [requently between East Mersea
and Lew during the months prior to the rebuild. The rebuild of the staircase wing must
have been an expensive project and probably absorbed not only the £1000 he borrowed
from aunt Fanny Bond. but a substantial part of the income he had received from let-
ting the house over the previous eight years. Whatever the cost. it is cvident from a
comment in the diary that by October 1880 he could no longer afford to stay at Lew
House.

I should not have let it so soon, but have spent the winter at Lew, but that this
year, as last, the farmers cannot pay their rents in full. ... Reckoning my re-
ceipts and balancing against them the necessary outs, i.e. the annuities, mort-
gage and the work done on the property, up 1o midsummer the property yielded
me £2.00 for the half year! Aunt Fanny Bond has very kindly lent me £1000 at
3% and with this I have lived and built this summer. Now, by letting the house
Jor 5 years I hope (o make a thousand pounds and by economy abroad 1o save
some money, at the same time that I am getting the children educated well and
cheaply.

In October 1880 the family moved to Freiburg and ‘cconomy abroad.” THowever. the

death four months later of his uncle. the Rev. Charles Baring-Gould, who was the in-
cumbent at Lew. suddenly made Sabine’s return to Lew as both squire and rector finan-
cially viable. However. although he was able 1o present himself to the living, he could
nol immediately re-enter Lew House and was unable 1o recommence the rebuild until
1885 as the house had been leased out until then. Although {orced to bide his time in
the rectory. this did not stop him from undertaking several improvements to the estate
including moving north by several yards the road that runs behind the house. This ac-
tivily anticipated by ten years his creation of a north wing precisely where the old road
would have been. This again demonstrates that Sabine was working to a ‘grand plan.”

Within 6 weeks of {inally moving into Lew House in October 1885, Sabine com-
menced the restoration of the drawing room and library. Once more he recorded his
findings in the diary. describing such things as the poor condition of the extermnal walls
and his discovery of ancient granite {ireplaces behind ‘modem™ marble fireplaces. He
lamented that invariably the granite of the ancient granite {ireplaces had been so badly
mutilated during the process of installing the marble fireplaces that they was rendered
unusable in his restoration. During Sabine’s youth and to his disapproval, his grandfa-
ther had removed all the white-painted panelling from the drawing room. It gave Sa-
bine particular satisfaction to reinstate the oak panelling he believed the room should
have. The arcades carved on the panelling were copied {from panelling at nearby Syden-
ham House and the Virtues in them painted by his daughter Daisy. The tower and the
wall connecting the tower to the library were also built at this time and Sabine de-
scribed how some of the granite doors and windows here and in the south wall of the
restoration were new, whilst others were taken from various dwellings on the estate
such as Orchard and Waddlestone.

On 24 August 1886. less than a year after moving mnto the house and during the course
of rebuilding and extending the library wing, the diary reveals the strain expenenced by
Sabine through his need to chum out and sell a stream of novels simply to finance the
rebuild of Lew House.

And here I protest that I write novels with anger and heat because they take me off my
proper course of study, history, especially ecclesiastical, and mythology which is my
Javourite study. I write (novels) only because I cannot build and restore this house, [
can not live on the estate, without supplementing my income from my pen. When I have
finished a novel, I regard it with loathing and bitterness against it, as having engaged
my time and thought which might have been better employed.

Sabine next turmed lus atiention to the East Staircase wing and particularly the dining
room where he created the magnificent bay window. He also moved the fireplace from
the north to the south wall and in the process found evidence that the south wall of the



dining room had at one time been the outside north wall of the house.

In 1888, Sabine tumed his attention to what was perhaps his most ambitious project,
the creation of a long gallery on the first {loor. This would involve the removal of the
rear bedrooms and a comdor. On 21 January 1890 came the following plaintive cry in
his diary.

No building done to Lew House in 1889. In 1888 I built the gallery to E. and used old
windows, two from Lew Mill, one with angle light was given me by Miss Buller of
Pound [Buckland Monochorum. Seat of the Bullers| from an old farmhouse that was
being repaired. I have been unable to complete more than the walls of this gallery, as
my funds were very low. I had in Jan 1889 to borrow £500 from the City bank Fxeter,
and deposited there as security, the Deed of resettlement of estate and my affidavit
relative to the policies on my own and my wife’s lives.

It was 1o be another 21 years before Sabine was able to complete his gallery. The story
of the gallery and the rest of the restoration will be told in third and final part of this
article in the October Newsletter.

Another Parody of Onward Christian Soldiers

This extract was found in the local news report {rom Princctown in The Tavistock Ga-
zette. Thursday, 4 April 1901.

“The following parody on a well known hymn was found after some prisoners had
been marched up the hill from Tavistock 1o Dartmoor prison. and a warder found a
good picture of the scene sketched on a slate in the cell. with the words underneath:-

Onward, bungry prisoners,

Marching up the moor,

With a grinning cabman

Going on before.

Ye are Dartmoor prisoners,

Ye are convict men,

Mind and take a {riend’s advice

Don’t come here again.”
Martin Graebe
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Joan Dicks sent me a copy of an article entitled The author of ‘Onward Christian Sol-
diers’. The Rev. S. Baring Gould at home which appeared in the Sept. 1895 issue of
The Young Man — A monthly Journal and Review. The article is anonymous, but signed
‘F” at the end. and is illustrated by 4 photographs taken by the Rev. A. H. Malan, in-
cluding one of Sabine ‘at home’, one of the interior of the hall and one of the drawing
room.

Merriol Almond sent in this interesting little snippet from:
Helen Thayer.2007. Walking the Gobi: a 1600-mile trek across a Desert of Hope and
Despair. Mountaineers Books. ISBN 978-1 59485-064-6.

A few weeks ago. on a National Public Radio program Living on Earth. Helen Thayer
was interviewed about her trek across the Gobi Desert in 2001, and the book she has
written, Walking the Gobi (2007). According to the jacket flap. Mrs. Thayer was 63 at
the time, and her husband Bill was 84. 1 was entranced to hear Mrs. Thayer say that
they kept their spirits up by singing Onward Christian Soldiers! Here's the part of the
transcript of the radio program that mentions it.

“..... And when things are tough, we bolster each other and we make sure we're both
staying optimistic. We support each other. Or sometimes Bill will start to tell jokes, 1
might have heard them 20 times already, but they're still funny out there. And then
sometimes, we see the funny side of what we're doing and laugh at ourselves. So we
manage to get across the desert in good spirits and neither one of us gets down on any-

thing.
GELLERMAN: What might be a Helen and Bill Thayer song?

THAYER: Well we start off with "Onward Christian Soldiers.” It seems to be a good
marching song and off we go and that sort of gets us going. And we like that one.
That's sort of our favourite hymns actually.

The specific Onward Christian Soldiers reference in the book is on page 34. They are
starting out on their trek across the Gobi; it is Day 1

"Onward and upward," Bill exclaimed enthusiastically, with a dramatic flourish of his
trekking pole, as we started our walk side by side, our two camels following. We sang
the energetic hymn 'Onward Christian Soldiers" in shameless off-key unison in time
with our steps.”

Merriol comments that it really is a lovely book - 1 just finished it. and 1 recommend

11! Hard to believe that all the Gobi nomads were so friendly and hospitable. Maybe
they don't tell about the mean-minded ones! 1 find it really impressive that the author
was 63 when she crossed the Gobi dessert on foot, and her husband was 74! They had
2 camels. Tom and Jerry. to carry their luggage and supplies. but they didn't ride them.
and walked 1600 miles sometimes in 126° heat. averaging 20 miles per day! The au-
thor's hip and leg were painful because of an injury. I don't know how she managed to
put up with it, but she was really deterrmined, and her husband as well!

Quite a story and a really good read!

Those of you who attended the church service at the 2006 Annual Gathering will re-
member John Hunwicke’s fascinating talk about the Gould memorials in Lewtrenchard
Church. His research has now been published as ‘Ancestral reconstructions’ in Devon
& Cornwall Notes and Queries, Vol.39, pp.289-295.

An even more fascinating account of the Gould memorials is by David Cook entitled
The Gould Monuments at Lewtrenchard published in the Report and Transactions
of the Devonshire Association, Vo0l.139, pp. 239-277. David has very kindly provided
the following summary of his conclusions:

Betjeman and Baring-Gould: the family monuments at Lewtrenchard

It 1s not easy to make sense of the monuments to the Gould family at St Peter’s, Lew-
trenchard. The second edition of Pevsner (1989) says briefly ‘4 number of slate tablets
and brasses to members of the Baring-Gould family, some of them brought fiom
Staverton, some of them C17, some of them antiquarian forgeries’. It was during his
time at East Mersea, in September 1877, that Baring-Gould later claimed 1o have re-
ceived an ‘appalling” letter from the vicar of Staverton saying that, in the course of the
restoration of the church there, the ledger stones of the Gould family had been taken up
and ‘thrown out into the graveyard” (Baring-Gould, 1925). le tells us that he went
down at once, and elsewhere gives other accounts of his actions that will be quoted in
full later. Many years afterwards. his behaviour excited the interest of John Betjeman,
who asked in his introduction to Purcell’s biography: *“What vicar and Diocesan Advi-
sory Commitiee would allow a squarson 1o remove tablets from other churches and put
them up in his own. as Baring-Gould did at Lew?’ (Purcell. 1957).

Banng-Gould’s family history had been turbulent at times. He himself might not have
become squire or rector. and he was fortunate to bear the name Gould. The family es-
tates had been largely squandercd by Edward Gould, 1740-1788 (25) (number as in
Monk. 1961). Baring-Gould’s grandfather later also disposed of some of the estates, as
a result of unsuccessful business ventures. However, Edward Gould was not able 1o



dispose of Lewtrenchard manor because it had been mortgaged 1o his mother Margaret
(24), otherwise it too would almost certainly have been lost 1o the family. Edward died
unmarmed and his sister Margaret (26) married Charles Baring. There. the Gould name
might have ended. except that Margaret (24) left Lewtrenchard to her grandson Wil-
liam (28) who. as a condition of inheritance, was obliged 1o adopt her late husband’s
name. His grandmother died in 1795, and William assumed the name Baring Gould by
royal licence the same year.

The name Gould had been saved, but during the time that Baring-Gould’s father was
squire, the question arose as 1o who would inherit. At some time, probably in the early
1860s. Baring-Gould proposed 1o seek ordination. His parents refused their consent,
and his father was firm that if’ Sabine went ahead he could not expect to inherit, and
that his younger brother William would do so instead, though Sabine might become
rector. His father maintained his position about the inheritance when Sabine finally
made up his mind to be ordained. and Sabine felt the rejection very keenly. During a
meeling with their father at Lewtrenchard. probably in 1865, William behaved badly
towards Sabine, and {rom that point Sabine resolved never to become rector; indeed for
a time, he entertained ideas of foreign mission, a factor that influenced his thinking
about Grace, his future wife. William’s mental and physical condition. known to Sa-
bine only after their father died, continued to deteriorate and this. combined with the
fact that Sabine had married in May 1868, presumably caused his father to relent,
which he had done by October that year. It looks as though Sabine did not know this at
first, as his father wrote 10 him in July 1871 indicating that he had changed his mind.
When his father died the following year, Baring-Gould therefore did inherit, and when
in 1881 his long-lived uncle also died. leaving the living vacant, he presented himself.
‘My position was one of great embarrassment’ he recalled. yet ‘In a very wonderful
manner the way had been opened to me for undertaking the three tasks I had aspired to
execute ... (Banng-Gould, 1925, p. 102). Any doubts that he may have had appear to
have been resolved by inheriting Lewtrenchard manor in 1872, and by belatedly identi-
fying with his father and with his role as one of the gentry. By 1874 or 1875, he was
busy researching his family tree (Baring-Gould, 1925, p. 73). in 1880 his diary records
a great deal of family history, with dates, and by 1895, at the latest, he had supplied
Vivian with the Gould pedigree, fifteen pages of it (Vivian, 1895). His active interest in
the ancestral family therefore seems to be closely connected with the inheritance, and
with a need to support his new-found role as squire.

The key to understanding the Gould monuments is the family tree, an instructively
abridged version of which is given by Monk (1961, pp. 46-8). One of Baring-Gould’s

accounts, in his diary for 1880, sheds some light on his methods:

‘In the summer of 1877 I removed all the monuments of the Goulds
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Jrom Staverton Church to Lew Trenchard. In a former restoration of
the Church some, which were of marble & which had stood against
the walls, were thrown down & used for pavement. This had so in-
Jured them that two — one of Henry Gould & one of Joan Gould have
had to be entirely recut the former was broken, the latter was in sev-
eral pieces. Another of Joan Gould, — a later Joan — was not hurt
seriously & I had the letters deepened, nothing more done to it. The
vault had already been filled with concrete as the pillars were lean-
ing. The stone of Edward Gould 1607 & Elizabeth Tuell has lost a
portion of it. I have the original brass of Margaret Gould “a pearle
in Gold right netely set” here. A copy is lefi at Staverton.’ (Devon
Record Office, 5203, Diary. 20 July 1880).

He wrote a similar account in the parish burials register, undated, but later than the
diary judging by the more distanced opening statement, the loss of some detail, and the
mention of a new monument:

‘The monuments of the Staverton Goulds now in Lew Trenchard
Church were originally in the floor or pavement of Staverton Church,
but on the reseating & relaying of the pavement in 1877 they were
removed to Lew for their preservation, the floor of Staverton Church
being laid with red & black tiles. It was found that certain of the
monuments were worn in places by the passage [illegible word] them
of feet, these were recut, i.e. the original letters deepened. Others
were cracked & went 1o pieces owing to the decay of the coffins un-
derneath. It was found impossible to preserve these, & fresh stones
have been cut. The brass of John Gould is new. There were traces of
his name on a much worn slate stone. That of Henry Gould also went
to pieces. The original of Margaret Gould “the pearl” is in Lew, a
copy at Staverton. The verses on Joan Gould are added, & stone new.
The old stone being in several fragments.” (Plymouth and West
Devon Record Office 685/7, Lew Trenchard burials register 1813—
1959, inside front cover.)

‘Thesc accounts contain ambiguities that will be dealt with later, but what they do not
tell us about is those monuments that Baring-Gould created wholly anew. It is in the
new creations that the purpose of the complete scheme becomes evident. Baring-Gould
asscmbled in stone and brass the part of his family tree that shows the descent of the
Lewtrenchard estate, as well as the descent of the Staverton estates that came to the
Lew branch in 1736, while omitting non-Gould husbands. The generations are traced
back to the marmage that joined these two branches, that of Edward (6) and Elizabeth
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(7). a marriage that was clearly of special sig-
nificance 1o Baring-Gould as he commemorated
it no less than three times at lLewtrenchard
church. and again at Lew House. It has been
suggested that. in creating the new monuments.
Baring-Gould simply made good the lack for
those who had been buried at Lewtrenchard.
but this motive alone would not explam the
duplications, nor the commemoration of Henry
(10), who was buried at St Thomas. Exeter. nor
that of Elizabeth (15), in whose case therc is no
evidence that she was bunied at Lewtrenchard.

An examination of the Gould monuments at
Lewtrenchard must address the question of Bar-
ing-Gould’s motives in transferring those origi-
nally at Staverton. Criticism seems to have be-
gun. at least in print, with Betjeman’s question.
quoted earlicr, which essentially asked whether
the transfers were legitimate. Bickdord Dickin-
son attempted a rebuttal in lis biography
(Dickinson. B.11.C. 1970) in which he blamed
the Dean and Chapter of Exeter. saying that
they were guilty of ‘high-handed vandalism’,
and that they would ‘cheerfully have destroyed”
the Gould monuments at Staverton.
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Edward (6). Elizabeth (7) and
IElizabeth Thuell (5A)

The idea that the Dean and Chapter were involved

comes from Baring-Gould himself (1925, p. 84) and is wrong. Although the advowsons
were relained, the capitular estates had been commuted in 1862 to the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners. who were responsible for restorations at Staverton {rom then on. Their
architect for Staverton was Iiwan Christian. correctly identified by Baring-Gould and
blamed by him for getting rid of the Gould monuments, which Davidson recorded in
1847 as lying in the floors of the nave and north aisle (Westcountry Studies Library,
Exeter, Davidson MSS on Devon churches, W726.5/DEV/DAV. volume for south
Devon, pp. 578-9). The commissioners” file, which dates from 1871, shows that the
first mention of the {loors in the body of the church is in a letter from Hughes, the vicar
of Staverton, of November 1879. He reports that the restoration of the chancel is com-
plete. and calls their attention to “another matter’: “The Pews are most unsightly & in a
most unseemly condition, and the Church requires reseating, & the flooring of the
aisles requires renewing.” A report and estimates were provided by Christian in May
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1880. the relevant parts of which read: ‘Clearing out the present seating &c from the
Nave, Aisles & Tower ... Relaying the floors with plain tiles in the passages, and wood
under the seating, and paving the Porch with some of the old stone.” Delays followed.
and it was not until May 1881 that the commissioners authorised Christian 1o accept the
tender from Evans of Paignton and proceed. From the instalments paid to Evans, it
looks as if this part of the work was done by the early months of 1882, and it and some
additional works were certainly complete by December that year when Christian ren-
dered the final account. There is no mention of ledger stones anywhere in the corre-
spondence or minutes.

The contemporary record helps us to make sense of Baring-Gould’s accounts, which
instead of being merely different versions of the same events, need to be read as a de-
velopment in obfuscation. The ecarliest known account, the diary entry of July 1880.
simply states that he removed the monuments in summer 1877, without saying why,
and mentions a former restoration of Staverton church. The next account. the note in
the burials register, which in speaking of the floors being laid with tiles cannot date
from before 1881. conflates the removal of the monuments ‘for their preservation’ with
the relaying of the {loors. events some four years apart. In the much later account
(Baring-Gould, 1925. p. 84). there is now the supposed warning letter of September
1877 from the vicar, the ledger stones had already been thrown out, and Christian is
blamed.

How events actually developed in 1877 can be only guessed at now. If Hughes did ini-
tiale matters in that year, it cannot have been in the alarmist manner suggested much
later by Baring-Gould. It is possible that Hughes anticipated the relaying of the floors
at Staverlon. as the commissioners’ file indicates that restoration of different parts of
the church proceeded piecemeal, in order of urgency. On the other hand. if Baring-
Gould initiated matters, he can hardly have removed the family monuments without
Hughes™ agreement. It is these two who must be held responsible. They evidently re-
mained friends, for Baring-Gould stayed at Staverton vicarage in 1880, and recorded
giving the reredos to Staverton church. Hughes preached at Harvest Festival at Lew-
trenchard the same year. Baring-Gould acknowledged Hughes in a book of 1888. and
preached at Staverton on the day the screen there was rededicated in 1891, having ad-
vised during its restoration. The gift of the reredos and the copy of the brass to Marga-
ritt Gould. and the continuing interest in Staverton church. hint at a wish to compensate

for the removal of the family monuments.

Hughes’ motives may have been financial. His correspondence with the commissioners
shows that his own resources were limited. that raising money {rom parishioners at a
time of agricultural depression was difficult, and that the commissioners” attitude was
miserly. despite their being the major landowners in the parish and continuing to col-
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lect rents. No doubt Hughes approached Baring-Gould, among others. for contnibutions
towards restoration funds. As for Baring-Gould’s motives, he evidently felt the need to
elaborate a cover story and therefore must have known that his actions would otherwise
appear suspect.

It seems doubtful that Betjeman knew the true course of events, and more likely that
his criticism was opportunistic, It seems quite possible that he knew no more than he
had read in Purcell. though he seems to have been sufficiently captivated by the Bar-
ing-Gould myth to visit Lewtrenchard. as Geoffrey Grigson recalled the lunch in Tavis-
tock (Country Life. 19 January 1967). Tantalisingly nothing else 1s known of that visit.
not even the date. Betjeman’s question. read in context, is part of a stream of rhetoric
leading to the anti-climax ‘But what is so delightful is that Baring-Gould would not
bother to reply’. This is characteristic Betjeman, and his introduction to Purcell’s biog-
raphy. as well as his earlier wireless broadcast of 1945 (Green. 1997) about Baring-
Gould, are each of them affectionate and admining. Clearly Betjeman had read up on
his subject in preparation for the 1945 broadcast. but this was at a time 1 his life when
he took whatever journalistic work came his way. And the manner in which he posed
his question was anachronistic. Diocesan Advisory Commitlees were not in existence
at the time of Baring-Gould’s activities at Staverton, and Betjeman knew this as well as
anyone. In fact, the monuments from Staverton might well have been transferred 1o
Lewtrenchard even if Baring-Gould had followed the faculty system. Without any 1m-
mediate threat (o the monuments, his behaviour is comparable with that of other landed
families, and cannot fairly be singled out for criticism.

In conclusion, Baring-Gould acquired family monuments from Staverton at the time
that he was researching his ancestry, but not in the circumstances that he led us to be-
lieve. The local tradition in Lewtrenchard, that he ‘pinched’ the monuments from
Staverton, is largely borne out. At the same time. we know that other landed families
did similarly, pursuing the vigorous nineteenth-century industry of pedigree-making
and mampulation. In fact. Baring-Gould seems to have been scrupulous in drawing up
his published pedigree. but it is also now clear that he was prepared to manipulate the
monumental pedigree. and was at times astonishingly careless when adding new me-
morials. Why he relied on his admittedly poor memory, when he had researched his
family tree so extensively. is perhaps because the internal conflicts of the 1860s and
carly 1870s had been resolved.

Dr Ron Wawman generously shared his extensive knowledge of Baring-Gould during
the preparation of the original paper.
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Brass 1o Edward | Elizabeth,
Henry and Anne Gould
(rubbing by the author). FFor
a detailed account of this
brass see David’s article in
the DA Transactions. p. 268

Another famous Hurstpierpoint College scholar

Sydney Hastings Dowse, one of the ‘Great Escapers™ {from Stalag Luft I1I dunng the
2nd World War, was educated at Hurstpierpoint Clolege. He died in April aged 89.
A full obituary appears in the Daily Telegraph, Saturday Apnl 12th. p.27.

SBGAS WEBSITE
www.sbgas.org,

Martin Graebe has been putting past Newsletters onto the website and notes that there
are some very interesting articles from those early issues which many people might not
have seen.
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COLLECTING BARING-GOULD - drawing the line

Is there 4 philosophy of Baring-Gould collecting? Could there be a handbook. or even a
leaflet outlining the do's and dont's? Or 1s the assembling of an SB-G hbrary or book-
shelf of his works a matter of the individual' s mama, obsession, whim or fancy? Some-
where between the extremes of the {ully worked out system of the completist and the
aimless activity of the casual accumulator probably lies the position most of us sub-
scribe to. 1 must here hold my hand up 1o being a fanatical collector: any book with a
mention of our man gets a place in my collection - only price or unavailability being
the barner!

But even the fanatic 1s confronted with some issues to be resolved. Price I've just men-
tioned: do 1 have an upper limit? With some items (e.g. Iceland. 1n its original state) in
the 3-figure category, presumably most of us do; but is that a fixed amount or. more
dangerously, a “sense’ of what we can afford? And that sense of the affordable must
also surely apply to what 1s appropniate for a particular item relative to its condition and
ranity. The collector who will buy at any price asked, even if within the self-set budget.
is doing no favours to his fellows. (I say "his’, as the ladies generally have a better grip
on reality here!).

Then there is the question of first editions - are they a "must have’. or am I content with
4 nice copy of a reprint? And do 1 try 1o {ind all the vanant formats of each title. includ-
ing modern re-issues and paperback editions? There will probably have to be some
compromises: for a start, the 3-decker novels are very elusive. can be expensive. and
are usually 1n "G only’ condition, being almost invarniably ex-library copies and there-
fore much handled, and perhaps crudely repaired. At the other end of the time-scale.
modem re-issues are surely worth having for their introductory essays (a plug here for
Becky Smith's Praxis Books - not to mention John Fowles and others!). A valued place
in my own collection arc the dozen or so Newnes paperbacks of the turn of the previ-
ous century with their artwork, advertisements and other points of intcrest.

An important and ever increasing addition to the ‘main’ collection as we might call it,
and linking with the two autobiographical volumes (the Reminiscences). are the biogra-
phics of Purcell, Dickinson, Kirk-Smith and Lister - so {ar.

After settling our aims for the main collection, we then turn to the huge area of contri-
butions - i.e. articles in journals (Good Words, English Illustrated Magazine &c). A lot
of people are put off entering into this field - perhaps because of the size of the vol-
umes (although Cornhill Magazine {or instance is no larger than Devonshire Characters
and 4 numberof other SBG-alone titles). However. if you have the space and can con-
struct the necessarily larger and stronger shelving to accommodate them. this is a fasci-
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nating collecting area with a vast range of different annuals and their often handsome
covers (e.g. Chambers's Journal) and subject matter to satisfy the widest tastes - not to
mention the contributions of other writers and artists within the same volumes. Al-
though some of these items are offered for sale at £20-£30, the majority are still much
less and very affordable.

‘Then comes the 'weirdo’ category, into which I have to confess 1 fall myself - as you
will have gathered from the periodic "SB-G references in print’ pieces in the Newsletter
- namely all those books, contemporary and modern, which even so much as mention
the great man. Here again, there are still decisions to be made. Do we include quota-
tions. footnotes. bibliographical references and publishers’ adverlisements as
“qualifiers'? I say 'yes', except perhaps to the last of these, although it has to be said
that some of the longer "notices’ have some worthwhile meat in them. But what about
indirect references such as *Onward Christian Soldiers’, "Lewtrenchard Manor' &c? To
these, I personally have to say 'no'.

In between these last two categories come the anthologics - more than quotations:
whole chunks or complete pieces: hymnbooks obviously (and look out for the varying
number of verses included, and indication of tunes) but also 'reciters” and other collec-
tions of matenal.

JFinally there are the booklets and pamphlets: some SB-G's own, some quoting or refer-
ring to him and his works. 1 currently have seven A5 boxes, divided mto "author’.
"Devon, Cornwall & Westcountry', "Churches, Hymns & Saints’ &c. And of course
there are the Newsletters and Transactions which should be an integral feature of every
member s collection.

There are some pitfalls. as in any area of collecting: but I hope I've written enough to
stimulate the reader into taking a fresh look at THE collection - which is uniquely

vours of course - and maybe re-house, enlarge or rationalise as appropriate.

David Shacklock

The DVD of Like a Buoy is still available. It has been re-mastered since
the official showing and is awaiting the design and printing of a simple cover but this
can be forwarded later to all who wish to purchase the DVD now. It is a double disk
package and is priced at £7.50 per set. Please contact Caroline Stuart on 01822 870111
should you wish to purchase a copy.
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THE DARTMOOR SOCIETY VISITS LEWTRENCHARD

As a precursor to its Festival of Dartmoor Literature held in May this year (2008), it
seemed appropriate for the Dartmoor Society to be reminded of work of Sabine Baring-
Gould in collecting for posterity the folk songs being sung in his native county. So on
a Spring-like afternoon in February, forty members and fniends gathered in the ball-
room al Lewtrenchard, marvelling at ils decoration and grandeur (see the February
Newsletter). Some had already visited the church. and most were later to enjoy an im-
promptu tour of the house led by Ron Wawman.

The speaker, Martin Graebe. 1s no stranger to either the Dartmoor Society or SBGAS.
and he came fresh from the publication of the repnnt of SB-G's Iceland. for which he
has written an important Introduction. So with Martin, we too ‘went a Gypsvmg
After a brief but concise overview
of SB-G’s life. Martin then con-
centrated on the collection of folk
songs gathered on and around
Dartmoor with the help of Freder-
ick Bussell and Fleetwood
A Sheppard. We were introduced to
some of the pnncipal sources.
Sally Satterley of Huckuaby
Bnidge, Richard Hard and John
g Helmore of South Brent., and oth- s
Bl crs. later we admired the settle §
# where some of these singers had {8
{ sat beside the fire at Lew. This
f project had been instigated by [
" Daniel Radford of Mount Tavy, s
and it was Sabine’s restless en-
ergy that saw the eventual publication of Songs of the West. and gave such an impetus
to the later work of Cecil Sharp. Regrettably. little acknowledgment has been given to
Sabine for his pioneering efforts in this respect.

THE STONERKEAK KR
LA TR Y AT S I EA B B T 0 I 4

The conclusion to the Martin’s talk was the singing of the ballad of Henry AMartin by
the speaker and Shan, which understandably brought a great round of applause! A
greatl aftermoon for the Dartmoor Society. much due to the generosity of members of
SBGAS, and the management of the hotel. Thank you.

Geolffrey Wrayford

Baring-Gould and the Wykes-Finch

Some random google searching for something else led me down a by-way into the
website of your society, where 1 noticed that you are planming 1o meet in South Zeal
later this year. Your members who attend might therefore be interested in passing in a
local contemporary of Baring-Gould's, the Reverend William Wykes-Finch, who lived
in his later life at North Wyke, a few miles away. One of his ancestor's. Richard
Weekes, was given a chapler (Richard Weekes , Gentleman at Arms and Prisoner in
the Fleet) in Baring-Gould's 'Devonshire Characters and Strange Events'. Although
coninibuted by Ethel Lega-Wecekes rather than by the man himself. 1 would be very
surprised if Baring-Gould and Wykes-Finch did not know each other through their
membership of The Devonshire Association.

My short article on Wykes-Finch was published a couple of years ago ('A Victonian
Obsession: William Wykes-Finch and North Wyke', The Devon Historian, 72, Spring
2006). North Wyke is a very interesting old house, now the home of the Institute of
Grassland and Environmental Research.

One of my ancestors was one of Baring-Gould's 'singing men'.

Greg Finch

Welcome to the following new members:

Mr Troy Nelson-White. 57 Poplar Road, Coventry CV5 6FX. who is currently doing 4
PhD in English Literature at the University of Warwick. The subject of his disserta-
tion 1s ‘Gothic hterature’; not surprisingly. one of the authors that he is studying is
SB-G.

Miss M. Babington, Heatherdown. Haytor. Newton Abbot. DEVON TQI13 9XR is
keen to know more about SB-G’s life, his researches into Dartmoor life, folk songs,
customs and archaeology.

The Friends of the Forgotten Garden of Lewtrenchard
The AGM of the Friends will take place in the Victory Hall. lLewdown, on June 16th

at 7.30. After the meeting, Terry Faull will give a talk on Setting the Well and Gar-
den in context.
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Horbury Primary School Log Book
Some time ago I copied the extract below from the Horbury Primary School website.
From Horbury Primary School Log BookJanuary 28th 1953

"Service held 9.30 in memory of Sabine-Baring Gould, author of Onward Christian
Soldiers. A spray of flowers was sent to his memorial in St John's Church and another
to Mrs Cawthome. an old lady of 95, who is the sole survivor of the Sunday School
class for whom the hymn was written.”

Unfortunately the entry has now been removed from the webpage.

Eric Cudworth

John Herring

A new issue of ‘John Herring’ is being produced by Praxis Books. Copies should be
available by the end of June. Price £12,50. post {ree. for a 430-page paperback, Order
from Praxis Books. Crossways Cottage. Walterstone. Herefordshire. HR2 0DX.

Baring-Gould wrote the novel partly as a response to criticism of ‘Mehalah’. which
complained that the book had no ‘moral’. ‘John Herring” therefore, was born of a de-
sire to illustrate a slightly odd theory that ‘man’s character was only moulded by mis-
takes”. We therefore have a central character of such naiveté and ignorance that we
want (o smack him through most of the story.

The power and delight of the novel lies, instead. in the lesser characters. The utterly
engaging Joyce Cobbledick. the dreadfully selfish Captain Trecarrel. the two Tram-
plaras. {ather and son. who jump three-dimensionally off the pages — they all contribute
1o a rich and satisfying read. The plot is well structured. and the authonal riffs on Afn-
can missionary work and exploitation of gullible English investors are magnificent.

Thus issue is the complete original three-volumed version. 1t is solidly in the forefront
of Sabine’s ceuvre. and deserves 10 be returned to the public’s attention.

Becky Smith
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BARING-GOULD TITLES
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

This list is constantly expanding, and older titles are gradually being left out, to save
space. Almost certainly there are omissions. Bossiney Books and Llanerch are regu-
larly producing books by or including SB-G. By far one of the biggest publishers of
SB-G material is Kessinger Publishing (www.kessingerpub.com) - over 62 titles are
currently available, although some of the ‘titles’ are in fact chapters from some of
SB-G’s books. If anyone knows of additional titles, please let the Editor know.

“Myths of the Middle Ages” Edited by John Matthews. Hardback. Blandford 1996.
New illustrations. £16.99

“Lives of the British Saints” Llanerch. 1990 onwards. Various volumes.

“The Book of Werewolves” Senate 1995. Introduction by Nigel Suckling. Paperback
“Five Devon Seafarers”. Taken from SB-G's Devonshire Characters. Bossiney
BBooks. 2000. £2.99.

“Six Devon Rogues” Taken from Devonshire Characters and Strange Events. Bossi-
ney Books. Paperback 2000. £2.99.

“A Book of Folklore” Paperback. Praxis Books 1993. £5.00

“Through Flood and Flame” Paperback. Praxis Books, 1997 £8.50

“Winefred”. Paperback. Praxis Books 1994 £6.50

“Red Spider” Paperback. Praxis Books 1993 £5.00

“Mchalah” Paperback. Praxis Books 1998 £8.50

“Guavas the Tinner”. Paperback. Praxis Books. 2000. £7.50

“The Broom Squire” Paperback. Blackdown Press. 1996. £9.99

“Bladys of the Stewponey” Paperback. Praxis Books. 2003. £8.50

“The Chorister” Paperback. Praxis Books. June 2004. £6.00

“Court Royal” Paperback. Praxis Books. April 2005. £10.00

“John Herring” NEW—see p.20.

“Iceland its Scenes and Sagas”. Signal Books. £12.99

“Queen of Love” Gloucester: Nonsuch Publishing. £6.

“Red Spider” Gloucester: Nonsuch Publishing. £6.

“Now the Day is Over” by Harold Kirk-Smith. Richard Kay. 1997

* ‘Half My Life’ The Story of Sabine Baring-Gould and Grace ” by Keith Lister.
Chamwood Publications, 2002. £12..95 (£2.00 P&P) Available from the author at 13
Grove Road, Horbury, Wakefield. West Yorkshire, WI'4 6AG

“The West Country as Literary Invention” Simon Trezise. University of Exeter
Press. 2000. £13.99

“The Mana of Lew” by Cicely Briggs. Praxis Books. 1994. £5.00 Available from
Sallie Briggs, Whispering Winds, Brentor. Tavistock, Devon. PL19 OLS

A 65-page Bibliography is available from the Hon. Editor.



